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This document was prepared as a service to Michigan agricultural producers.  Neither Michigan State University nor any of its employees makes any 
warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, 
product, company, or process disclosed.  Reference herein to any specific service provider, commercial products, process, or service by trade name, 
does not constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by Michigan State University. 
 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, 
height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. 



 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) is a series of on-farm practices designed to minimize the risk of food contamination, maintain a clear record of 
how food was produced, handled and stored; and ensure people buying produce that it is coming from a clean, well-managed environment.  The 
application of the practices on a farm may be verified by third party audits, depending on the policies of the customer.  (Adapted from Wholesale 
Success: A Farmer’s Guide to Selling, Postharvest Handling and Packing Produce, published by FamilyFarmed.org; and USDA Fresh Audit 
Verification Program). 
 
For more information about GAP, please visit the national GAPsNET site at http://www.gaps.cornell.edu/.  
 
Producers who are preparing for a GAP audit can receive assistance from one of the following Michigan State University Extension Educators.  
Contact the person in your area to discuss your needs: 
 

Steve Fouch 
County Extension Director 
Benzie County 
448 Court Place 
PO Box 349 
Beulah, MI 49617 
(231) 882-0025 
fouch@msu.edu  

Chris Long 
Crop and Soils Science 
Specialist 
Campus 
412 Plant and Soil Science 
Bldg 
East Lansing, MI 48824 
(517) 355-0271 x1193 
longch@msu.edu 

John Pullis 
ANR Educator 
Presque Isle County 
151 East Huron Ave 
PO Box 110 
Rogers City, MI 49776 
(989) 734-2168 
pullisj@msu.edu 

Hannah Stevens 
District Vegetable Educator 
Macomb County 
Verkuilen Building 
21885 Cunham Road 
Clinton Township, MI 48036 
(586) 469-6440 
stevensh@msu.edu 

 Carlos Garcia 
Small Fruit Educator 
Ottawa County 
12220 Fillmore Street 
Suite 122 
West Olive, MI 49460 
(616) 994-4580 
garcias4@msu.edu 

Norm Myers 
County Extension Director 
Oceana County 
210 Johnson St 
Hart, MI 49420 
(231) 873-2129 
myersn@msu.edu  

Bill Steenwyck 
District Vegetable Educator 
CHES 
9302 Portland Rd 
Clarksville, MI 48815 
(616) 693-2193 
steenwyk@msu.edu 

Phil Tocco 
ANR Educator 
Jackson County 
1715 Lansing Avenue 
Suite 257 
Jackson, MI 49202 
(517) 788-4292 
tocco@msu.edu 

NOTE: Before selecting an auditor, producers are advised to 

contact their buyer(s) about their requirements for GAP audits and 

auditors. 
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COMPANY LOCATION CONTACT INFO DECRIPTION 
SERVICES OFFERED 
(Ag/Food Safety Only) COST 

AIB International 1213 Bakers Way 
PO Box 3999 
Manhattan, KS 66505 

E-mail (for agricultural audits): 
bernst@aibonline.org  
Phones: 
Phone: 800-633-5137 
Fax: 785-537-1493 
 
Website: https://www.aibonline.org/  

Qualified to conduct 
certification audits for GFSI 
(BRC Global and SQF) 

Agricultural Audits – validates 
food safety program for 
retailers, strengthen GAP and 
food safety on ranch/farm 
evaluates programs and 
processes 

Contact the AIB 
office for an 
estimate of audit 
costs and other 
services 

NSF Davis Fresh NSF Davis Fresh 
195 Aviation Way, 
Suite 101 
Watsonville, CA 
95076 

Email: 
solutions@nsfdavisfresh.org 
Telephone: 831-768-7951 
Fax: 831-768-7921 
Website: 
http://www.nsf.org/  or 
http://www.nsf.org/business/nsf_davis_fr
esh/index.asp?program=DavisFre  

Provider of food safety 
solutions for the produce 
industry, including growers, 
shippers, processors, 
distributors, and retailers 
across the country and 
around the world.  Delivers 
field evaluations, laboratory 
testing, consulting, and 
training so to supply 
customers with the safe, 
consistent produce. Provides 
its customers with audit 
templates, updates to 
criteria, user-friendly 
information, and enhanced 
reporting. 

Davis Fresh – GAP 
certification.  Field 
evaluations, lab testing, 
consulting and training. 
GFSI Certification - NSF 
Davis Fresh is recognized 
provider of third-party audits 
with expertise in BRC, SQF, 
and GlobalGAP. 
Organic Food Certification – 
certifies to NOP standards. 

Contact the 
Davis Fresh 
office for an 
estimate of audit 
costs and other 
services. 

Primus Labs 2810 Industrial 
Parkway 
Santa Maria, CA 
93455 

E-mail (for field audits  scheduling): 
Go to www.primuslabs.com/cus/  
Phone: 800-779-1156 
Fax: 805-922-2462 

Provides GAP audits 
designed to provide buyers 
and sellers an effective 
supply chain review of their 
safety and/or quality 
programs, including BRC 
and GLOBALGAP. 

Third party verification for the 
client's safe food production 
program.  Primuslabs.com 
auditors conduct the following 
audits: ranch audits, harvest 
crew audits, cooling/cold 
storage audits, packing house 
audits, processing facility 
audits, and greenhouse audits. 
These audits cover industry 
established guidelines for 
Good Agricultural Practices 
(GAP) and Good 
Manufacturing Practices 
(GMP).  HACCP modules can 
be requested for Packinghouse 
and processing audits. 
Organic Food Certification – 
certifies to NOP standards. 

Contact the 
PrimusLabs 
office for 
estimate of audit 
costs and other 
services.. 
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(Ag/Food Safety Only) COST 

USDA 1400 Independence 
Avenue SW 
Room 1661, Stop 0240 
Washington, D.C. 
20250-0240 
 
 
 
 
Michigan: 
Michigan Department 
of Agriculture 
P.O .Box 30017 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
 
 
 
 
 
USDA, AMS 
Fresh Products Branch 
Park Place Office 
Center 
7445 Allen Road, 
Suite 108 
Allen Park, MI 48101 

Kenneth S. Petersen 
Audit Programs Coordinator 
Fresh Products Branch 
USDA, AMS, Fruit and Vegetable 
Programs 
Phone: (202) 720-4560 
FAX: (202) 720-8871 
E-mail: ken.petersen@usda.gov 
 
 
Colleen Bess 
Phone: 517-373-0280 
E-mail: collierc@michigan.gov 
 
Robert McCully 
Phone: 517-241-2978 
E-mail: McCullyR@michigan.gov 
 
 
 
Michael Moore 
Phone: 313-928-0954 
E-mail: michael.moore@usda.gov 

AMS, in partnership with 
state departments of 
agriculture, offers a 
voluntary, audit based 
program that verifies 
adherence to the 
recommendations made in 
the Food and Drug 
Administration’s Guide to 
Minimize Microbial Food 
Safety Hazards for Fresh 
Fruits and Vegetables. 

GAP for primary producers 
and GHP (Good Handling 
Practices) for packing, storage 
and wholesale distribution. 
 
NOTE: Program requirements 
have changed as of November 
9, 2009 to incorporate the 
traceback portions as a 
mandatory component of GAP 
and GHP audits rather than a 
voluntary component. 

$92/hour for 
travel time and 
audit time (MI 
information) 

NOTE: Before selecting an auditor, producers are advised to 

contact their buyer(s) about their requirements for GAP audits and 

auditors. 


